Dating Technics SL-1200/1210

How to read the serial number

lab-c

. The evolution of serial numbers in chronological order

H E Data

® SL-1200 Turntable history :

1972 - SL-1200 - Europe, Germany, Italy, Great Britain, Oceania, North America - Silver only

1979 - SL-1200 MK2 - World - Silver

1979 - SL-1210 MK2 - Switzerland, Scandinavia, Germany, Holland - Black

1989 - SL-1200 MK3 - Japan only - Black

1995 - SL-1200 LTD - Europe, Germany, Italy, Great Britain - Black only (Iitd. 5000 pcs.)

1996 - SL-1200 MK4 - Japan only - Black

1997 - SL-1200 MK3D - Japan only - Silver

1997 - SL-1200 M3D - USA, Canada - Silver

2000 - SL-1200 MK3D - Japan only - Black

2000 - SL-1210 M3D - Europe, Germany, Italy, Great Britain, Oceania - Black

2002 - SL-1200 MK5G - Japan only - Black only

2002 - SL-1210 M5G - Europe, Great Britain, Oceania, North America - Black only

2002 - SL-1200/1210 MK5 - Europe, Great Britain, Oceania, North America - Silver & Black

2004 - SL-1200 GLD - Europe, Great Britain, Oceania, North America - Black only (Itd. 3000 pcs.)
2007 - SL-1200 MK®6 - Japan only - Black (35th anniversary Itd. 1200pcs.)

2008 - SL-1200 MK®6 - Japan only - Silver (S) & Black (K)

2015 - SL-1200 GAE - World - Silver only, Aluminium brushed finish (50th anniversary Itd. 1200 pcs.)
2016 - SL-1200 G - World - Silver only, Aluminium brushed finish

2017 - SL-1200/1210 GR - World - Silver & Black with brushed Aluminium finish

2019 - SL-1210 MK?7 - World - Black

2020 - SL-1210 GAE - World - Black only, Aluminium brushed finish (55th anniversary Itd. 1210 pcs.)
2020 - SL-1210 MK7R - World - Black only (Red Bull BC One Itd.)

2021 - SL-1200 MK?7 - World - Silver

2021 - SL-1210 G - World - Black only, Aluminium brushed finish

2022 - SL-1200 M7L - World - Black, Blue, Red, White, Green, Yellow & Beige (50th anniversary Itd.)

2023 - SL-1200/1210 GR2 - World - Silver & Black with brushed Aluminium finish

® SL-1200 examples of serial numbers chronology :
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@ |dentifying and observations :

The serial number is generally found on a white label located either
on the back of the deck or on the bottom for the older versions.

Old format serial numbers begin with DA, NH, MJ, MU, AG, CG.

GE and NH format use the same reading method.

CG, AG, MJ, MU and DA format use the same reading method.

In earlier versions, the rubber base cover comes as one piece. It

is more hollow and there is a full access to the bottom tonearm cover.
Also the dust cover hinges had a thin slot. The decals are much
thinner.

In the back of the tonearm there is a hole with a rubber cap on it. Pitch
slider had 3 legs on each side instead of 4 for the later models. The
PCB boards had a dark brown color.

Around 2000 a cutout appeared in the chassis, under the platter in
the 9 to 11 o'clock positions.

Post 2000, PCB main board connectors changed to different type
and white color.

Arround 2008, a complete date of manufacture is stamped on the
tonearm base cover.

Post 2015, brass-milled, gold-plated phono and ground terminals for
detachable cables are provided below the tonearm.

AC input terminal for pluggable power cable.

Dip switch under the platter allows for LED colour setting, reverse
playback setting, 78 rpm setting, torque and brake setting.

Post 2019, the S-shape tonearm is black on 1210 models and mostly
anodised gold on limited edition models.

GR2 models with improved motor-drive circuit centered on the newly
developed AZ-Drive (Delta Sigma Drive)

GEOGF01082R -2010 July
GE8AD01111R - 2008 January GE 0 G F 010382
GE7LC01168R - 2007 December '[ '|: | Loter
GE6HB01016R - 2006 August 5 Numbers
Change Mark Suffix
GE5GA001629 - 2005 July MonthA-L = Jan. - Dec.
GE4BZ001112 - 2004 February Year —0=2010
GE3CA001413 - 2003 March p A N 9=2009
GE2LA001301 - 2002 December 6= 2008
GE1DX001274 - 2001 May 72007
GEOLX001111 - 2000 December 6- 2006
GE0GX82653 -2000 July
GE9CX93615 - 1999 March 5 0 016209
GE8BV25279 - 1998 February s Numbers
GE7EV67382 - 1997 May Change Mark Suffix
GE6DS17425 - 1996 April MonthA-L = Jan. - Dec.
GE5HS67038 - 1995 August Vear — 5 = 2005
GE4IR58748 - 1994 September Production Line 4= 2004
GE3LQ54509 - 1993 December 32003
GE2KM31622 - 1992 November 2= 2002
GE0AX73124 - 1990 January 1= 2001
CG9309F124 - 1989 March 09 | )
CG8J25F242 - 1988 October 25 ® GE & NH format can be read this way
GE 6 1 7 4 25
AG8226F052 - 1988 February 26 I 5 Numbers
AG7K11F071 - 1987 November 11 Change Mark Suffix
Month A-L = Jan. - Dec.
MJ8518F492 -1988 May 18 Vear — 6 = 1996
MJ7508F061 - 1987 May 08 _
MJ6J01F068 - 1986 October 01 Production Line .
MU4J11E028 - 1984 October 11 3= 1003
MJ3907D197 - 1983 September 07 2= 1902
::;Eé525585278 : :gg; Q:g:rsntber ® CG, AG, MJ, MU, and DA format can be read this way
NH9JF12287 - 1979 October MJ 6 J 01 F 068
N° units made this day
DA1K12D053 -1981 November 12 Change Mark Suffix
DA1120D041 - 1981 January 20 Day
DA0924C125 - 1980 September 24 Month — 1-9 = Jan. - Sept
DA9907A007 - 1979 September 07 Vear — 6 = 1986 J = ot
Production Line 5=1985 K = Nov.
4=1984 L = Dec.
3=1983

2=1982




